
 

 

 
 

Checks and Balances in Georgia:  

Important Dates for the 2026 November Election and 

Potential December Runoff 

Georgia’s elections are governed by a number of laws and regulations that ensure there 
are checks and balances throughout the process. Bipartisan teams of election workers at 
the local, county, and state levels go through a meticulous list of steps to verify the count, 
check for accuracy, and ensure all rules are followed. 
 
Below, we detail the dates for each step to provide greater transparency into the rigorous 
efforts underway to deliver a free and fair election in Georgia. Importantly, this is 
nonpartisan educational research intended for 501(c)(3)-compliant purposes only. It is not to 
be used for any partisan, political, or electioneering activities by any organization.  

 

Voting by Mail 

●​ Saturday, Sept. 19 - Counties must complete mailing absentee ballots to military and 
overseas (UOCAVA) voters with accepted applications. The earliest such ballots can 
be sent is Tuesday, September 15. 

●​ Monday, Oct. 5 - Counties must begin mailing absentee ballots to voters (other than 
UOCAVA voters) with accepted applications. 

●​ As ballots are received, voter information on ballot envelopes is verified. Voters 
whose ballot envelopes have been flagged as defective are notified and allowed to 
cure the defect.  

●​ Friday, Oct. 23 - Deadline for voters to request an absentee by mail ballot. 
Applications must be received by the appropriate board of registrars or absentee 
voting clerk by this date to be accepted. 

●​ Tuesday, Nov. 3 (Election Day) - Absentee ballots must be received by the close of 
polls at 7 p.m. 

●​ Friday, Nov. 6 - Deadline for voters to cure rejected absentee ballots.1 
 

1 “Curing” is the process by which a voter: 1) receives notice from election officials of a discrepancy on 
the mail ballot carrier envelope; and 2) has an opportunity to correct the issue and have the ballot 
counted. In Georgia, a voter may have an opportunity to cure a carrier envelope if the voter failed to 
sign the ballot envelope or provide an ID number. 
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https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-384/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-384/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-386/
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-georgia/title-21-elections/chapter-2-elections-and-primaries-generally/article-10-absentee-voting/section-21-2-381-making-of-application-for-absentee-ballot-determination-of-eligibility-by-ballot-clerk-furnishing-of-applications-to-colleges-and-universities-persons-entitled-to-make-application
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=585b825d-3bac-4fd1-a0bb-413dd7b69f99&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FW71-DYB7-W2XY-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAVAADAAMAAM&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&ecomp=m3vckkk&prid=ed5e2a97-913d-46cb-bf48-a07b3895baee
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-386/


 

In-Person Voting (Advanced Voting & Election Day) 

●​ Monday, Oct. 5 - Voter registration deadline. All online and in-person applications 
must be completed and returned, and all mail applications postmarked, by this date.  

●​ Tuesday, Oct. 13 - Advanced voting begins in all counties. 
●​ Friday, Oct. 30 - Last day of the advanced voting period. End times will vary by 

county between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
●​ Tuesday, Nov. 3 - Election Day. 

○​ 7 a.m. - Polling locations open. 
○​ 5 p.m. - Voters may begin casting provisional ballots at an incorrect precinct 

within their county if they complete a sworn statement attesting to their 
inability to get to the proper precinct to vote by the close of polls. 

○​ 7 p.m. - Polling locations close in municipalities with populations under 
300,000. All voters still in line must be allowed to vote. Voters returning mail 
ballots to their clerk’s office must do so by this time. 

○​ 8 p.m. - Polling locations close in cities with populations over 300,000. 
●​ Friday, Nov. 6 - Deadline for verification of provisional ballots. 

Counting, Canvassing, & Certification 

●​ Tuesday, Nov. 3 - Election Day 
○​ 7 a.m. - Tabulation of absentee ballots may begin at the discretion of the 

county election superintendent with notice to the Secretary of State. 
○​ 11:59 p.m. - Deadline for the election superintendent to report the total 

number of ballots cast on Election Day and during Advance voting and the 
total number of absentee ballots received.  

●​ Monday, Nov. 9 - The election superintendent must certify2 county results by 5 p.m. 
and transfer returns to the secretary of state. 

●​ Friday, Nov. 20 - Secretary of state must certify returns by 5 p.m. 

Recounts & Election Contests 

●​ Thursday, Nov. 11 (or two business days after county certification) - Deadline for a 
candidate to request a recount of a race.  

●​ Thursday and Friday, Nov. 19 and 20 - Local election superintendents must conduct 
a risk-limiting audit on one federal or statewide contest as selected by the secretary 

2 “Certification” is the process by which winners in elections are officially declared following the 
completion of the canvass. For local races that can be determined following the county canvass, 
certification will occur after the county canvass. For federal, state, and multicounty races that must 
be determined by the state canvass, certification will generally occur immediately following the 
completion of the state canvass.  
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https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-224/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-385/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-385/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=12767d1d-f5a2-4074-ba44-cb16b6348089&nodeid=AAVAADAANAACAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAV%2FAAVAAD%2FAAVAADAAN%2FAAVAADAANAAC%2FAAVAADAANAACAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=21-2-403.+Time+for+opening+and+closing+of+polls%3B+extended+poll+hours.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FW71-DYB7-W2Y9-00008-00&ecomp=8gf5kkk&prid=a299dcc5-bce1-41a1-91c2-e8f2e379e96d
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6cb793af-1c38-49ac-912d-79d700e0fec0&nodeid=AAVAADAANAACAAE&nodepath=%2fROOT%2fAAV%2fAAVAAD%2fAAVAADAAN%2fAAVAADAANAAC%2fAAVAADAANAACAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=21-2-403.+Time+for+opening+and+closing+of+polls%3b+extended+poll+hours.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a6348-FW71-DYB7-W2Y9-00008-00&ecomp=8gf5kkk&prid=12767d1d-f5a2-4074-ba44-cb16b6348089
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=27508c0b-41ed-44be-9335-b0e176faacbe&nodeid=AAVAADAANAACAAV&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAV%2FAAVAAD%2FAAVAADAAN%2FAAVAADAANAAC%2FAAVAADAANAACAAV&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=21-2-418.+Provisional+ballots.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FW71-DYB7-W2YX-00008-00&ecomp=8gf5kkk&prid=98eeadc9-3daa-4567-8788-1a083d3e9270
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6cb793af-1c38-49ac-912d-79d700e0fec0&nodeid=AAVAADAANAACAAE&nodepath=%2fROOT%2fAAV%2fAAVAAD%2fAAVAADAAN%2fAAVAADAANAAC%2fAAVAADAANAACAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=21-2-403.+Time+for+opening+and+closing+of+polls%3b+extended+poll+hours.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a6348-FW71-DYB7-W2Y9-00008-00&ecomp=8gf5kkk&prid=12767d1d-f5a2-4074-ba44-cb16b6348089
https://sos.ga.gov/how-to-guide/how-guide-voting
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6cb793af-1c38-49ac-912d-79d700e0fec0&nodeid=AAVAADAANAACAAE&nodepath=%2fROOT%2fAAV%2fAAVAAD%2fAAVAADAAN%2fAAVAADAANAAC%2fAAVAADAANAACAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=21-2-403.+Time+for+opening+and+closing+of+polls%3b+extended+poll+hours.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a6348-FW71-DYB7-W2Y9-00008-00&ecomp=8gf5kkk&prid=12767d1d-f5a2-4074-ba44-cb16b6348089
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-419/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-386/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-421/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-493/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-499/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-495.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-21-elections/ga-code-sect-21-2-498/


 

of state.  
●​ Wednesday, Nov. 25 (or five days after certification) - Deadline for a candidate or 

voter to contest results. 

Timeline for Potential Runoff (December 1, 2026) 

●​ Monday, Nov. 2 - Voter registration deadline to register to vote for runoff elections.  
●​ Monday, Nov. 23 - Advanced voting to begin. 
●​ Wednesday, Nov. 25 - Last day of advanced voting for December runoff election. 
●​ Tuesday, Dec. 1 - Election Day 
●​ Monday, Dec. 4 - The election superintendent must report the total number of 

ballots cast by 5 p.m. 
●​ Wednesday, Dec. 7 - Last day for a candidate to request a recount for the December 

1 run-off. 
●​ Wednesday, Dec. 14 - Local election superintendents must conduct a risk-limiting 

audit on one federal or statewide contest as selected by the Secretary of State.  
●​ Friday, Dec. 18 - Last day for the secretary of state to certify votes cast for statewide 

and federal elections.  
●​ Monday, Jan. 11, 2027 - The secretary of state must issue certificates of election for 

General Assembly seats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secure Democracy Foundation is a nonpartisan, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization building stronger elections, 
state by state. Our work is state-focused, informed by election policy insights from a national perspective, and 
realized by seizing common ground. 

securedemocracyfoundation.org ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 3 
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